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A big meaningful idea that 
is central to a discipline, 
has lasting value beyond 
the classroom, and can be 
used as a frame for and 
goal of instruction.

IF we believe that we 
ultimately read to better 
understand ourselves, 
other people and the 
world around us, THEN 
how do we teach students 
to do that?

From Teaching 
Strategies & Skills . . .

. . . to Making 
Meaning
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What DidYou Notice? What Do You Make of 
What You Noticed?

This could bea line or detail that:
• Stood out for you
• Raised a question
• Confused you
• Seemed surprising or possibly 

significant (even if you don’t 
know why)

• Seemed to be part of a pattern
• Seemed connected to another 

part of the text

This could be:
• A Question
• A Wondering
• An Observation
• An Inference
• A Hunch
• An Interpretation
• An Idea or Theory

The Essence of Thinking

From Dynamic Teaching for Deeper Reading by Vicki Vinton. 2017. Heinemann.
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“We search for patterns, you see, only to find where the patterns 
break. And it’s there, in that fissure, that we pitch out tents and wait.”

Nicole Krauss, Great House
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by-product 


